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History and Technology Combine to Solve Knapsack Mystery

On September 30,1864, a Union sharpshooter found himself surrounded by a band of
determined Confederates on a Virginia battlefield. Outnumbered, the soldier and his
brethren bolted for safety, cutting loose their
knapsacks in the scramble to live.

A peach-faced Confederate sharpshooter named
Oscar Fitzland Chappell picked up one of those
sacks. Just 17 years old, Chappell held onto that
simple canvas pack for the rest of the war, even
through the misery of a New York prisoner-of-
war camp.

For more than a century, the rare knapsack has
been in the collection of the South Carolina

Confederate Relic Room and Museum. Today, it
is the center of a mystery that scientists from
NASA are trying to solve with space-age technology
that may one day help in fighting crime.

Union Sharpshooter's

Knapsack

Learning the identity of the Union soldier would round out what is an amazing story.
A great deal is already known about the man who picked up the bag on that
battlefield, thanks largely to the research of Dr. David Moore at North Georgia College

and State University.

Chappell enlisted January 4,1864, at Alston, South
Carolina in Fairfield County. He served as a Private in
Co. F of the 12th South Carolina Volunteers and was with

Dunlop's Sharpshooters. He picked up the knapsack in
question at the battle of Jones Farm, Virginia on
September 30,1864 after a Confederate advance that
resulted in confusion among surprised Union troops.

Sharpshooters in both the Union and Confederate armies
were skilled marksmen who specialized in attacking
enemy positions, warding off attacks, and other
skirmishing roles. Many sharpshooters considered
themselves to be elite units, often receiving special
equipment, uniforms, and training.
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